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This summer Michael “The Grinder” Mizrachi won his first World Series of Poker (WSOP) bracelet in the prestigious $50k entry Players Championship. Additionally he reached two other final tables before the start of the Main Event (6th in the $10k Stud and 8th in the $10k Limit Hold’em). Today, he is a member of the “November Nine” who have final tabled the Main Event and will play down to a world champion this November. While by almost all accounts Mizrachi had the most impressive year at the World Series of Poker, there is another man who holds the title of “Player of the Year” for the 2010 World Series of Poker.

That man is Frank Kassela. Kassela had a remarkable World Series himself, with wins in both the $10k Stud Hi/Lo and the $2.5k Razz, along with one more final table (3rd in the $25k Six Handed No Limit Hold’em). This November, the best that Michael Mizrachi can do is tie Kassela in the standings and share Player of the Year honors, and to do so he needs to win the Main Event. If the consensus amongst players is that one individual had the best year at the World Series, yet another is walking away with the Player of the Year award, surely something must be wrong?

Frank Kassela addressed this issue in his blog (http://blog.bigkickergear.com) where he stated his belief that the Player of the Year award was created to recognize the best World Series performance excluding the Main Event. In his words, “the main event didn't even count in the scoring the first few years and looking at it now, I’m guessing, that decision was obviously made to avoid this very issue.” Kassela is right that the decision was made to avoid the situation which has now arisen, but obviously incorrect that the purpose of the award was in spirit intended to exclude the Main Event. After all, why else would they have decided to include it in following years?

The purpose of the WSOP Player of the Year award is to award the player who had the best year at the WSOP. It’s that simple. What needs to be done to make sure this happens in future years? The scoring system needs to be changed to weigh the more prestigious events accordingly. It certainly seems unfair for Michael Mizrachi to receive the same amount of POY points for his $50k Player’s Championship victory as Frank Kassela received for his $2.5k Razz win. 

One solution is to weigh each tournament based on the size of its prize pool, but this could result in the Main Event winner having too significant an advantage each year. The more appropriate solution is for the WSOP to take the size of an event’s buy-in into consideration when deciding how many points to award for each event. The $50k event shouldn’t be worth 20 times more points than a $2.5k, but surely it should be worth some amount more. It will be interesting to see if the WSOP decides to do this over the next year, or if they dismiss this year’s results as an anomaly and decide to stick with the current system.

The poker community wouldn’t be having this conversation if it weren’t for two excellent players, and soon enough this debate will no longer overshadow their accomplishments. To make sure I don’t do that myself:

Congratulations to Frank Kassela, 2010 World Series of Poker Player of the Year, and good luck to Michael “The Grinder” Mizrachi in his attempt to share that title and make poker history in November! 
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